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[ In June 1926, Jayadevi and her younger brother Dr. Upendra
Banerjee came from Kolkata to Pondicherry to have the Darshan of Sri
Aurobindo. After her first Darshan, Jayadevi stayed on for almost five
months. Here, in our Prosperity of November and December, we shall
give for our readers in Jayadevi’s own words some selected eventful
happenings. - Editor
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I used to visit him every day. He would make me sit near him
and listen to everything carefully. After four or five days I asked A.G.:

- Why are these chairs here?

- They are for people who listen to my talks and practise
meditation. They sit in these chairs.

Somehow I didn’t like the 1dea. So I said:

- Lord, this doesn’t look proper. That the sadhaks, your
disciples, should be sitting in the chairs along with you doesn’t look
nice. Better to have mats or carpets on the floor. While you sit in
the chair, the rest can sit below.

He only smiled a little and kept quiet. Two days later, I noticed
that the chairs had been removed and a durree spread out on the
floor.



In those days the Ashram was less crowded and [ used to go and
see him every day. One day I asked him:

- Lord, why do they call you A.G.?

- A.G.? Who says A.G.? he counter-questioned.

- These sadhaks speak like that, I have heard it.

Then he said, with a smile:

- Well, it’s a good 1dea of yours.

Seven or eight days later, I found on the notice-board:

“ Sr1 Aurobindo ”

I was told the Mother had given that name. This made me
rather happy:.

*

It was in the month of Asvin (October) in 1926. At the time of
Sr1 Aurobindo’s morning darshan I said:

- Lord, the month of Asvin 1s here. Every year I celebrate
Mahastami puja. [ am wondering what to do now, shall I return home
or what?”

- Why, won’t there be puja here? he asked.

- Yes, 1t’s possible: the worship of Shiva-Durga. If I can
perform your worship and the Mother’s, then perhaps I need not go
from here. That 1s why I am wondering. ..

- Well, you can do that.

On the day of Mahastami Sri Aurobindo and the Mother sat in
two chairs placed side by side. With my usual offering I performed
the puja. I put garlands round both of them. Oh, it was as if Shiva and
Durga had come down to accept the worship! It i1s impossible to
describe all that I felt. It was ineffable, beyond thought. After the
puja he left the room. The next day he asked:

- You have to go now? You have done your puja !

- Yes, my Lord; it was a puja such as I had never dreamed of.

- Well, well, he said.

- Jayadevi
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