[ Sj. GV. Subbarao, a patriot and a veteran follower of the Congress
principles, a public worker of Andhra and Tamil Nadu, was also the editor
of the journal, GOSHTIL. He met Sri Aurobindo in October 1923. Much
later, at Kakinada, he delivered a lecture which was published in the
Sunday Times of 6 May 1951. Here we give just the portion of his
meeting with Sri Aurobindo. - Editor ]

“It was in October, 1923, that I first saw Sri Aurobindo in his
Ashram, at Pondicherry. He was seated on a small cushioned chair, in a
rather narrow verandah on the first floor of his house in which he lived for
over forty years. There were about a dozen chairs in the room and a small
table in front, with papers, flowers and a few books on it. There was a small
time-piece to indicate the progress of time, because everything here must be
done according to precision and order. Sri Aurobindo was dazzling white in
colour — it was said that, in his earlier years, he was more dark than brown
and had a long, rather thin beard which was well-dressed with streaks of
white strewn here and there. The figure was slender and not much taller than
Gandhiji’s but a bit more fleshy. The eyes were big and elongated to a point
and their looks were keen and piercing like shells. He was dressed in fine
cotton — not khaddar evidently. He had only two clothes on, one a dhoti and
the other an upper cloth worn in the traditional fashion of an Upaveetam, i.e.
right arm and shoulder exposed. The lower part of the legs was slender,
feminine and the feet were hidden in two small slippers.

“His voice low, but quite audible, quick and musical. He was fast in his
flow of speech, clear like a crystal and analytical to a degree. In a fifteen-
minute talk, he gave me his philosophy in a nutshell. He was simple and
courteous, outspoken and free in his interrogations. It seemed as though he
could know a man by a sweep of his eyes, and read men’s minds from a
survey of their photographs. He appeared as one highly cognizant of the value
of time; and at the end of the appointed fifteen minutes, he stood up looking
at the clock, as if intimating that I should retire. He was kind throughout, as
to a child, but I could discern enough in his demeanour to conclude that he
could be stern and imperious when required. To his disciples, he was loving
like a Guru, but demanded absolute spiritual surrender before one can be
admitted to his heart’s domain.”

- GV. Subbarao

[ The Life of Sri Aurobindo by A.B. Purani, Edition 1978, pg.188-189. ]
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