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This month, we give here two small stories which illustrate
the Mother’s thinking on Truth. - Editor ]

It is quite certain that to be able to tell the truth without
difficulty, it is best always to act in such a way that we have no need
to conceal anything we do. And for that, in our actions of every
moment, we should remember that we are in the presence of the
Divine.

For straightforwardness of speech also demands
straightforwardness of actions; and a sincere man is one who
shuns all falsehood in what he says and all hypocrisy in what he
does.

*

One morning, the Emperor of Delhi sat on his throne to
confer honours on those he considered worthy. As the ceremony
was drawing to a close, he noticed that one of the people he had
summoned, a young man named Syed Ahmed, had not yet
made his appearance.

The Emperor stepped down from his throne and got into
a sedan chair which was used to carry him through his vast
palace.

Just at that moment the young man hurried in.



“Your son is late,” said the Emperor to Syed’s father, who
was his friend.

“Why?”” asked the Emperor, looking sternly at the young
man.

“Sire,” Syed replied frankly, “it is because I over-slept.”

The courtiers looked at the young man in amazement.
How dare he admit so shamelessly to the Emperor that he had
no better excuse? How tactless of him to speak like that!

But the Emperor, after pondering a moment, felt respect
for the young man because of his sincerity; and he gave him the
necklace of pearls and jewel of honour to place on his brow.

Such was the reward of Syed Ahmed, who loved the truth
and spoke it to all, prince or peasant.

sk

The monkeys and bears of Hanuman’s army fought for
Lord Rama and his brother Lakshmana against Ravana the ten-
headed demon.

Weakening under the blows of the warriors who were
attacking him from every side, Ravana made use of his magic
power.

Suddenly, at his side, among the demons, many Ramas
and many Lakshmanas magically appeared. They were in truth
nothing but false and deceptive appearances, but the monkeys
and the bears, taking them for real people, halted in confusion;
how could they continue the fight and go on throwing trees and
rocks against Rama and Lakshmana, their beloved leaders?
Seeing their dismay, the demon Ravana gave a smile of cruel
delight. Rama smiled too: what pleasure he would take in
destroying such a falsehood, in exposing the trickery, in gaining
victory for the truth! He fitted an arrow to his mighty bow and
shot. The arrow whizzed through the misleading shadows, which
immediately dissolved. At last Hanuman’s army could see clearly
and their courage revived.

Similarly, every straight word from a sincere man is like
an arrow that can destroy much falsehood and hypocrisy.

Tales of All Times - The Mother
Sincerity - p.59-60, 59, 62-63.
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