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AMRITA

Aravamudachari Iyengar, i.c. Amrita was born on 19" Sept.
1895 into a Brahmin family, in village near Pondicherry, heard the
name of Sri Aurobindo with famous trinity of freedom struggle: Lal,
Bal, Pal. But strongly enough his heart and soul were caught by only
one name, Sri Aurobindo. His intense wish to have Sr1 Aurobindo’s
Darshan was fulfilled on 15" Aug.1913. Amrita managed to remain
present on the occasion with the help of Ramaswami Iyenger, who had
been living then in Sri Aurobindo’s house. He preferred to see
Sri Aurobindo with inmates. As soon as he was called in... “Going
around Sri Aurobindo by way of PRADAKSHINA I stood in his
presence with joined palms and made my obeisance to him.



Sri Aurobindo’s eyes, it seemed burned brighter than the lamp-light,
as he looked at me in a trice all gloom vanished from within me, and
his image was as it were installed in the sanctum Sanctorum of my
being. ... A sweet was given me once again. I felt within that he had
accepted me...”* Sr1 Aurobindo shifted to Francois Martin Street in
December 1913. “One day It was 12.00 or 12.15 noon Bojoykanta
took me upstairs, it was for first time that I went upstairs. All the doors
of all the rooms were open... Everywhere and on everything there fell
an all revealing light, nothing but light... My heart too, soared up in
sheer delight! Sri Aurobindo was about twenty feet away, turned his
eyes upon me... I do not know, what I remember is that a lamp was lit
everywhere in me. My being unknowingly swam, as it were, in a sea
of silence, it fell prostrate at the lotus-feet of the Master. ...lay there
body, life and mind all together a single block.
Sri Aurobindo touched me with flower like hands and make me
standup. I drank the drink he gave me... I do not know why I burst
into sobs as I clasped him. Tears streamed down from my eyes.”*

He endeavoured to speak in English with Sr1 Aurobindo as he
used to do with Bejoy, when he saw Sri Aurobindo second time. With
an herculean effort he could just say: “I want come daily see you!”
Sri Aurobindo complied with that request. Sri Aurobindo asked him
to come after five in the evening. From the very next day Amrita began
going straight from school at 5 PM to Sr1 Aurobindo’s house to see
him.

In 1914 Amrita had the Darshan of the Mother. At that time the
Mother lived in 3, Dupleix street. The Mother had so much work to
attend that she met people only at appointed time. “An image of
immeasurable Power that is how I felt the Mother to be whenever I
approached her. She however hold that power in herself without
allowing the least display of it....”*

On August 15, 1914 ‘Arya’ was published. Before the
publication it was widely talked about. Poet Bharti was instrumental
in spreading the vision and philosophy of Sri Aurobindo which was
the main content of ‘Arya’.

After completing his studies in 1919, Amrita joined
Sri Aurobindo and served the Mother and the Ashram till his body’s
end in 1969, as a manager of the Ashram.

*Reminiscences — Edited from ‘AMRITA’
BIRTH CENTENARY
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