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This world 1s a beginning and a base

Where Life and Mind erect their structured dreams;
An unborn Power must build reality.

A deathbound littleness is not all we are:

Immortal our forgotten vastnesses

Await discovery in our summit selves;
Unmeasured breadths and depths of being are ours.

‘SAVITRI’ —P. 46 — Sri Aurobindo
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PAVITRA.

A Frenchman Philippe Barbier Saint Hilaire, to whom Sri Aurobindo gave
the name ‘Pavitra’ (Pure one). He was born in Paris on 16" Janu,1894. He was
just twenty when First World War broke out, in 1914. He was called up for duty
in the army. During the war time whenever he had free time, he read books. He
found interest in so-called Psychic Phenomena. He read sacred books of India
translated by Theosophists. When he found out about reincarnation and Karma,
they seemed quite-natural to him. With these ideas from India, he entered in new
phase of aspiration for spiritual Perfection. “I had the flu exactly at the time of
Armistice — that is, in Nov. 1918... that day, I can say, was the decisive day of my
life. In the field hospital at the front, under the tents where I was, the sick were
dying. Each morning three or four were dead. Well, I clearly remember the very
strong idea that took away all fear of death from me: it was giving, giving myself
so that my spiritual destiny might be fulfilled. Whatever it might be, with the
offering of my life, truly, sincerely, if [ was supposed to die. And if I was supposed
to live, well, consecration to the Divine.”

After war he finished his studies, and he was appointed as an engineer in
Paris. His job did not interest him much. “In 1920 I made the decision to give up
that life and devote myself to the search for my spiritual teacher, my guru.” He
gave up his parents — family who were against his decision. He left for Japan with
his friends in 1920. He lived in Japan for four years studying Japanese, Chinese,
Indian spirituality. When chance came he went to Mongolia in 1924, lived with
Tibetan Lamas in search of ‘The purpose of his life on earth.” By this time he
knew the existence of Sri Aurobindo and The Mother through mutual friends; and
had also gone through some works of Sri Aurobindo. After winter he left
Mongolia and said to family and friends “I am returning to Europe by way of
India.” But within himself he knew that he would find his destiny in India.

At the end of 1925, he came to Pondicherry via ceylone. He putup at hotel
and immediately went to the Ashram and asked, “If I could meet Sri Aurobindo...
He agreed to see me. I explained my position to him.” That day Pavitra emptied
himself before Sri Aurobindo. Sri Aurobindo asked him to come again next day.
He went next day. After Sri Aurobindo had given the idea and the aim of Sadhna
there, Sri Aurobindo said to him, “Well, if you want to try, you may stay.”

“I fell at his feet. He gave me his blessing and it was over... I had found
Sri Aurobindo, I had found my guru.”

He was one of the Twenty four who were present there on 24" Nov, 1926,
The Siddhi day of Sri Aurobindo. Pavitra left his body on 16" May, 1969.

— Compiled From a talk by Pavitra on 8.8.1964 to students of the Ashram School
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