‘Future Leader of Asia’

This year (1910) Paul Richard came to Pondicherry on behalf of
M. Paul Bluyson for election to the French Chamber. Bluyson was elected.
Richard came to know that Sr1 Aurobindo had come to Pondicherry and
was doing yoga. An interview was arranged, most probably by Zir Naidu,
a friend of Richard’s, between Sr1 Aurobindo and Richard. It was in
Shanker Chetty’s house that they met two days for two or three hours each
day. Richard asked Sr1 Aurobindo many questions, one of which related
to the symbolic character of the lotus. Sri Aurobindo explained that the
lotus stands for the opening of the consciousness to the Divine. It can be
seen on any of the subtle planes of consciousness. Some years later
(probably 1918) Richard gave a speech, published in his book, 7he Dawn
over Asia, in which he spoke of Sri Aurobindo as the future leader of Asia.

From: ‘The Life of Sri Aurobindo.’ — A. B. Purani
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In The air of treachery...
vl saunl...

The air was full of treachery and ruse;
Truth-speaking was a stratagem 1n that place;
Ambush lurked in a smile and peril made
Safety its cover, trust its entry gate:

Falsehood came laughing with the eyes of truth;
Each friend might turn an enemy or spy...

‘SAVITRI’ —P. 207-208 — Sri Aurobindo
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The Beginning...

Conti. From May.26

. all of us on our first arrived here had to come under false names.
Sr1 Aurobindo called himself ‘Jatindranath Mitra’, myself ‘Manindranath
Roy’, Bejoy was ‘Bankim Basak’.

The British Indian police setup a regular station here to keep watch
on our visitors and guests as well as on ourselves. ... something rather
awesome did happen once. By then we had shifted to present Guest House.
There were two new arrivals. One was a relative of Bejoy’s, Nagen Nag
other came with Nagen to help was Birendra Roy.

One day this Birendra suddenly shaved his head. Moni also shaved
his just because Birendra had done it. Then after a day or two we had as
usual taken our seats around Sri Aurobindo in the afternoon. Suddenly,
Biren stood up and shouted, “Do you know who am I? ... I am a spy of
British police. I must make the confession before you. I ask your
forgiveness.” Biren had shaved his head in order that the police spies might
spot him out as their man from the rest of us. But when Moni too shaved
his head Biren suspected that we had found out his secret. So partly out of
fear and partly out of true repentance but mostly out of pressure of some
other force, he was compelled to make his confession.

Now let me say a few nice things about some good people. There
was a law in French India that applied to foreigners, but now the law was
made applicable to refugees from our own country. According to that law
anybody who was not a French citizen, wanting to stay there must possess
certi of good conduct from a high govt official of the place from which he
came, or else he must produce a letter to the same effect signed by five
gentlemen of standing belonging to Pondicherry.

As for us we had to choose second line and the five noble men who
affixed their signatures were 1) Rassendran 2) De Zir Naidu 3) Le Beau
4) Shankar Chettiar 5) Murugesh Chettiar. The names of these five Good
Men should be engraved in letters of Gold. It was on the strength of their
signatures that we could continue to stay here without too much trouble.

To be continued... — Nolinikant Gupta
[Abridged from ‘REMINISCENCES’.]
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