“... I Found God”

Friday, May 1, 1908... I did not know that that day would
mean an end of a chapter of my life, and that there stretched before
me a year’s imprisonment during which period all my human
relations would cease, that for a whole year I would have to live
beyond the pale of society, like an animal in a cage. And when I
would re-enter the world of activity it would not be the old
familiar Aurobindo Ghose... I have spoken of a year’s
imprisonment. It would have been more appropriate to speak a
year’s living... in an ashram or a hermitage... The only result of
the wrath of the British Government was that I found God.

— Sri Aurobindo

From: ‘Tales of Prison Life’
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MATERIAL OBJECTS.

elllds wetadl (ardgAl).

Yes, I am in things also and that is why they must be
treated with care.
— The Mother

*

It 1s very true that physical things have a consciousness
within them which feels and responds to care and is sensitive
to careless touch and rough handling. To know or feel that and
learn to be careful of them 1s a great progress of consciousness.
It is always so that the Mother has felt and dealt with physical
things.

— Sri Aurobindo
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The Beginning...

Sri Aurobindo came to Pondicherry in 1910 and took
shelter here. The place was so quiet, not quiet it was actually
dead. It 1s no wonder they said, “Sri Aurobindo has fixed upon
a cemetery for his sadhana.” Pondicherry of those days had a
still more notorious reputation for its cheap wine-shops and
rowdy tipsies.

Those who tried most to stop Sri Aurobindo from
settling down were the British authorities. We had to petrol all
night the house in which Sr1 Aurobindo lived, lest there should
be a sudden attack. An attempt was also made to frame a
trumped-up charge at law. Following the course of action, The
French Police even entered Sri Aurobindo’s residence for a
search. But when the chief found there were Latin and Greek
books lying about on his desk, he was so taken aback that he
could only blurt out — “He knows Latin, he knows Greek!” —
and he left with all his men.

In addition to force and fraud, the British Government
did not hesitate to make use of temptation as well, they sent
word to Sr1 Aurobindo, which they followed up by a
messenger, to say that if he were to return to British India, they
would not mind. They would indeed be happy to provide him
with a nice bunglow in the quiet surroundings of a hill station,
Darjeeling... Sri Aurobindo refused the invitation with a
“No, thank you.”

To be continued in June-26

— Nolinikant Gupta
[Abridged from ‘REMINISCENCES’.]
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