Remembering the Guru ...

...... Throughout our talks extending over many years and to
many subjects, I don’t remember a single occasion when
Sri Aurobindo lost his patience with us. He never refused to answer
any Question but on the contrary would explain at great length and
repeatedly if some points did not enter my head. “Do you
understand?” he would ask softly. The tone was always affable.
...... If we have not profited as much as we should have by his
talks, at least his patient tolerance and indulgence, wideness of
outlook and leaven humour have cast a radiant influence on our
souls. ... ...

— Nirodbaran

From ‘Twelve years with Sri Aurobindo.’ P. 235
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The inexpressible...
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With fervour I hail thee, O divine Mother, and in deep
affection identify myself with Thee. United with our divine
Mother I turn, O Lord, to Thee, and bow to Thee in mute adoration
and in an ardent aspiration identity myself with Thee.

Then all becomes a marvellous Silence; Being is absorbed in
Non-Being, all is suspended, at rest, motionless.

How shall one express the inexpressible?

— The Mother
(Prayers and Meditations)
September 13, 1914
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In some of the Mother’s Prayers which are
addressed to “divin Maitre” I find the words:
“avec notre divine Mere”. How can the Mother
and “divin Maitre” have a “divine Mere”? It is as
if the Mother was not the “divine Mere” and there
was some other Mother and the “divin Maitre”
was not the Transcendent and had also a “divine
Mere”! Or is it that all these are addressed to
something impersonal?

The Prayers are mostly written in an identification with
the earth-consciousness. It is the Mother in the lower
nature addressing the Mother in the higher nature, the
Mother herself carrying on the Sadhana of the earth-
consciousness for the transformation, praying to herself
above from whom the forces of transformation come.
This continues till the identification of the earth-
consciousness and the higher consciousness is effected.
The word “notre” is general, I believe, referring to all
born into the earth-consciousness — it does not mean the
Mother of the “Divin Maitre” and myself. It is the Divine
who is always referred to as Divin Maitre and Seigneur.
There is the Mother who is carrying on the Sadhana and
the Divine Mother, both being one but in different poises,
and both turn to the Seigneur or Divine Master. This kind
of prayer from the Divine to the Divine you will find also
in the Ramayana and the Mahabharata.

Dt. 21 August 1936 — Sri Aurobindo

Letters on ‘Prayers and Meditations’
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