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The Journey of The Mother and Sri Aurobindo
To Pondicherry
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The Mother and Poul Richard left the ‘Kaga Maru’ at Colombo

and then, crossing the straits at Talaimunnar, disembarked at Dhanushkoti,
took the train and arrived at Pondicherry, which was then in French India, on
29t March 1914. She met Sri Aurobindo in the “Old Guest House”, 41 rue

Francois Martin, on the first floor, that same day at 3.30 in the afternoon.

As soon as I saw Sri Aurobindo I recognised in him the well-known being
whom [ used to call Krishna. ... And this is enough to explain why I am fully
convinced that my place and my work are near him, in India.

*k

In her diary the next day she wrote:
March 30, 1914
... Gradually the horizon becomes distinct, the path grows clear and we
move towards a greater and greater certitude.
It matters little that there are thousands of beings plunged in the
densest ignorance; He whom we saw yesterday is on earth; his
presence is enough to prove that a day will come when darkness shall
be transformed into light, and Thy reign shall actually be established
upon earth.
— The Mother
Compiled from:

‘Glimpses of The Mother’s Life” P.P. 130-131
By Nilima Das.



Sri Aurobindo’s arrival to Pondicherry...

In March 1910 Sri Aurobindo received an Adesh [higher command]
to go to Pondicherry. Sri Aurobindo asked Motilal Roy to make arrangements
for departure. Motilal entrusted this task to Amar Chatterji of Uttarpara and
Sukumar Mitra. This mission was to be carried out very secretly. Sukuar called
Nagendra Kumar Guha Roy, a nationalist worker of Noakhali, and gave him
two trunks. Next day Sukumar gave two names to Nagen and asked him to buy
two tickets of second class in the steamer going to Colombo, the names had
been taken from subscriber-list of ‘Sanjivani’ (The Journal). The tickets were
purchased for Colombo, and a double passenger cabin was reserved.

As arranged previously, on 31 March Sri Aurobindo was to be carried
from Dumar Tala Ghat to Chand Pal Ghat from where steamer ‘Dupleix’ was
to start. But the workers missed the boat carrying Sri Aurobindo so their
meeting on the Ghat delayed. Due to this the Doctor who was to check the
passengers left for home. Nagen found out address and they all rushed to
Doctor’s residence. Doctor checked Sri Aurobindo and Bijoy and issued
certificate. The Doctor had remarked that Sri Aurobindo spoke chaste English.

They all went back to Ghat in the same carriage. During all this time Sri
Aurobindo was unmoved. Quiet without least anxiety. He sat like a statue as if
in meditation!.

When they reached the Ghat it was nearly 11.00 PM. They all went up to
reserved cabin with trunks. Bijoy began to prepare the bedding for Sri
Aurobindo. Amar and Nagen stood before Sri Aurobindo and did Namaskar.
Amar gave Sri Aurobindo money given by Rajendra Mukherji of Uttarpara.
Then he and Nagen took their leave, Nagen bowed and both went down.

The Steamer left Calcutta in the early hours of 1 April. The assumed
names of Sri Aurobindo and Bijoy were Jyotindranath Mitra and
Bankimchandra Basak respectively for this journey. ‘Dupleix’ arrived at
Pondicherry at 4.00 PM. Of 4" April 1910. Moni, who arrived on 31% of March,
went to the port along with Srinivaschari and Bharti to receive
Sri Aurobindo. After tea Sri Aurobindo was taken to Comty Chetty Street.
Sri Aurobindo remained there till October as the guest of Shankar Chetty.

Abridged and compiled from
“The Life of Sri Aurobindo’
By A. B. Purani.
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