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— BUILDING AND DESTROYING —

— Wil A4 [dell2l —

[ 24 March 2020: in the evening our Prime Minister
Narendra Modi ordered a nationwide Lockdown of 21
days. General reaction was dissatisfaction and
unhappiness and grumblings. There were others who
remained calm. And among them there were a few who
began to observe and analyse themselves and their daily
living. They were surprised to find many accumulated,
undesirable and unnecessary things. And they began
removing these (Inner Destroying) and making space
(Inner Building) for new fresh progressive items. Let us
pray this our Inner Destroying and our Inner Building
continues and leads us to an evergrowing Spiritual
Living. - Sudha Sundaram, 28 August 2021 ]

Children, you all know what it is to build and to destroy.
Weapon in hand, the warrior goes forth to destroy. The builder
draws up plans, digs foundations, and the toiling hands of men
build a farmhouse for the peasant or a palace for a prince.

It is better to build than to destroy, and yet destroying is
sometimes necessary.

You, children, who have strong arms and hands, do you only
build? Do younever destroy? And if you do, what do you destroy?



Tiruvalluvar, who gave golden words to the people, could also fight
and kill. He slew the demon of Kaveripakam.

In Kaveripakam there lived a farmer who owned a thousand head of
cattle and vast fields of corn. But a demon had been terrifying the
countryside; he uprooted the crops from the soil, and slew cattle and
men. And the hearts of the people of Kaveripakam were distressed.

“I will give house, land and money to the hero who will rid us of this
demon,” said the wealthy farmer.

For a long time no hero appeared, and the farmer asked the sages who
lived on the mountain what he ought to do.

“Go to Tiruvalluvar,” said the sages of the mountain.

So he went to visit the young poet and asked for his help. Then
Tiruvalluvar took some ashes and spread them on the palm of his hand
and on it wrote five sacred letters, uttered some mantras, then threw the
ashes into the air. And the power of the letters and the mantras fell upon
the demon, so that he died. This filled the people of Kaveripakam with
joy.

*

So, brave children of every land, what are the evil things that you
should learn to fight? What are the things that man must master or
destroy?

All that threatens his life and is harmful to his progress, all that
weakens or degrades him, all that makes him unhappy.

Let him train skillful doctors to drive out pain and sickness
everywhere.

Let him strive to conquer poverty, the cause of hunger, which makes
so many mothers grieve because their children have no bread.

Let him abolish wickedness, envy, injustice, which make life
miserable for all.

‘Tales of All Times’ —The Mother
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